Support our call
to action

Help us in embedding in situ conservation and
sustainable use of agricultural plant diversity in

the policy and governance framework and you will

be helping to ensure that Europe is prepared for the
major problems facing agriculture due to climate
change. Adequate EU policy provisions are absent,
but are urgently required to systematically establish
the required in situ/on-farm agricultural plant diversity
activities and maintain current complementary

ex situ activities.

We therefore invite policymakers in the agriculture
and environment sectors to work proactively with
the Farmer’s Pride project (in association with the
Natura 2000 network) towards putting in place

a policy environment for an in situ conservation
and sustainable use network that safeguards our
agricultural plant diversity as the foundation for the
future of the agricultural economy and food and
nutrition security in Europe.
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For more information and to find out how to get involved, visit our website or
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Policymakers: Agrobiodiversity for

food security needs

YOUR ACTION

Agricultural plant diversity - the diversity of crops, their varieties, and
wild relatives - is critical for the sustainability of our food production
systems because it is the bedrock of resilient agriculture.

Food and nutrition security, climate-smart
agriculture, and crop resilience to pests
and diseases, are all impossible without
agricultural plant diversity. Building on
European expertise in in situ agricultural
plant diversity, the EU Horizon 2020
Farmer’s Pride project is establishing

a Network for in situ conservation and
sustainable use that ensures plant diversity
is available to farmers and breeders.

However, without a push by policymakers to
embed these improvements in key legislative
and governance frameworks, there is a risk
that the capital achieved by the network will
dissipate at the end of the project.

This would threaten the sustainability of in situ
conservation efforts which are essential to
maintain European agricultural plant diversity.

Recommendation

Through engagement with Farmer’s Pride,
policymakers from the agriculture and
environment sectors should identify the
actions required to embed the project’s
advancement in legislation. If successful,
you will have helped lay the foundations
for enduring in situ conservation and
sustainable use of agricultural plant
diversity in Europe.
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Proposed solution

Together we can put in place a clear plan of
action to embed legal mechanisms for in situ
conservation of agricultural plant diversity
in EU and broader European legislative and
governance frameworks.

To prepare for a dialogue with policymakers,
the H2020 funded Farmer’s Pride project

is reviewing all policies pertaining to food,
agriculture, biodiversity and the environment
to identify critical legislative gaps and
opportunities. It is envisaged that the policy
recommendations will encompass, at a
minimum:

® Actions aimed at bridging existing policy gaps
and harmonizing conflicting policies.

® The creation of aregulatory framework
that facilitates access, use, and equitable
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