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[. History of the earliest written mentions of Osiris
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II. Typologies of the mentions of Osiris and localisations insides mastabas
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I1I. The different forms of Osiris
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linked with other cities
4 attestations for 3 variants

IV. Osiris 1n Old Kingdom’s
necropolises

30°

2 Tell el-Ruba

Kom eI-Akhda:r . .
Tell Basta

' @-

_ \ amHeliopolis
30° Giza gl 30°
busir
|
Saqqara RMEMPHIS

Dishasha

Mi Zawyet el-Maiyitin

el-Ashmune__:_ i ‘
- (®EI Sheikh Sa'id

Quseir el-Amarna™\ N
7

Aste

Akhmlm .El Hawawish

El-Hagarsa

: .___endera

Abydos

El-Khokhagy"
.Qila el-Daba —_/"Luxor

| ifElkab

25° e
B Edfu® 7

0 140 km Qubbet el-Hawa

First Cataract

Qilael-Daba @  Number of sources <2
Edfu @ 3 <Number of sources < 5

Abusir . 8 < Number of sources < 13
GlZEl . 14 < Number of sources > 49

® MEMPHIS : Ancient capital’s
name Saqqara Number of sources > 93

AbYdOS . Site’s name

Cairo : Modern city’s name

- ", 2, T T A A o W R e T,

AN 'fW"“"”'W”// z : S / , A
(P LA £’ o0 o S ” e, A, e P e e A ey " sy 7, C,
’.2//‘{24?’{',’.‘.‘/’.'.’.'.’.’.’/,’.’,’.,,.,',’,,',,,:,/,,/.,,c..'.,.,, A A H AT T S A AL T A A%

f/ﬁ%/ﬁ%f//%’ AR

V. The case of the mastaba of Mereruka’s family
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Osiris 1s first attested in Sth Dynasty mastabas at Saqqara, Giza and Abusir, and
later in provincial necropolises from the early 6th Dynasty (cf. IV). At least 340
distinct attestations of the god (type of mention + Wsjr + epiteth) are known for
the Old Kingdom, which we can classified into six categories (cf. 11I).

Osiris appears mainly on false-doors (44%), elsewhere on walls (30%), and on
entrance elements such as architraves, jambs, fence, etc. (14%). From the late
5th Dynasty, he also occurs on funerary equipments (11%) (cf. II).

In the mastaba of Mereruka (cf. V), vizir and son-in-low of Teti, built to the nor-
th-west of his pyramid, Osiris 1s particularly well attested. Most instances are
jmzhw hr epithets in captions naming the deceased (Mereruka, his wife and
royal daughter Watetkherhor, and one of their sons and future vizir, Meryteti,
who claims royal lineage as s7 n(y)-sw.t), in offering and funerary bearer scenes
(8), before offering lists (4), in a marsh-hunting scene (1), and in a senet game
scene (1). Invocations to the god in htp-(r)dw formulae occur twice in offering
bearer scenes and once on a false-door, requesting offering and a favourable af-
terlife for Meryteti.

For Mereruka and Meryteti, references to Osiris are concentrated in the entrance
areas of theirs chapels. For Watetkherhor, the first attestation linked to her ap-
pears in room A1 of her husband’s chapel, connected to hers. Elsewhere, Osiris
occurs mainly near false-doors, the cult statue area, and in Mereruka’s buried
chamber where Wsjr nb Ddw Hnty-jmnty.w is found only here. The presence of
god of Dead in reception areas, cult spaces to the deceased and the burial cham-
ber may reflect a broader Old Kingdom pattern.




