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Introduction The Hidden Doors of Heaven and the

“Embracing Arms”
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Aims of the Poster

without depicting the W e .2 Y -
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- The two arms of Shu “that seal the netherworld” are placed at the

eastern Door of Heaven.
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existence of the Doors the primeval moment - The arms of Nut, which touch the ground, is also associated with ?hOd ore .err/nbracmg afn (i] Igtmg t;)l_sl|gn|fy
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It seems that to the ancient Egyptians, they the ~ Book of Caverns — tomb
owners of these embracing arms were of Merenptah
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Nut embraces you, she whose hair is long, and whose breasts hang down

Methodology

The poster answers the abovementioned questions
through classifying the iconographical and textual
attestations of the “two embracing arms” imagery
according to the deities embracing the sun god and also open at the passage of the sungodand - & 2 \Vrconm ™~ Cairo - 215
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* The scene from the tomb of Nefersekhru visualises PT spell 697

Y e e P “embracing arms” that circulate the solar deity at his rising and setting
Wh at are the DOO rS Of Heaven where the dd pillar indicates the embrace of Osiris which Is signify the following:
assoclated with the Doors of Heaven in the Book of Nut. At the « These arms separate between the realms of the universe from the ancient
“arms”, “mouth” “vagina” of the goddess, the annotations Egyptian perspective; the earth, the Douat, heaven, atmosphere, and the
mention the “embrace” of Osiris to the Sun god at his entrance Primeval Waters, therefore; they belong to the deities that personify these
and exit from the Douat. i.e. the Doors of Heaven realms: Geb, Osiris, Tatenen, Nut, Shu and Nun. And for their “separating”
S ' nature, they play the role of the “Doors”.
* In the papyrus of Sesekh, the arms of Shu denotes the opening of  And as the main aim of the sun god, and his followers, to reach the
the eastern Door of Heaven at the raising of the sun god from the heavenly terrains, these arms substitute the Doors of Heaven, that give
netherworld and his receiving by Nut in the sky as in PT spell 697. access to the sky, in their role of separation between the realms as well as
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which open to the sun .god e , - On either side. the arms of Isis and separation between heaven and earth, the creation at the Potter’s Wheel
and the deceased in his . ’ . and the initial opening of the Doors of Heaven which is repeated at every
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depicted as actual gates but a marker for the opening of the eastern Door of Heaven. Ph.D. in Egyptology
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