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This new edition of Dr Navratilova’s pioneering Visitors’ Graffiti of Dynasties 18 and 19 in 
Abusir and Northern Saqqara presents an enhanced edition of the graffiti of the necropoleis 
of Abusir and Saqqara, together with a comprehensive survey of graffiti across the entire 
Memphite region. This important corpus reveals multiple aspects of the social and cultural 
history of the New Kingdom — a period that was characterised by significant developments 
in Egyptian society. The identities of Dynasty 18 élites, innovative interpretation of archaism 
and tradition, as well as the formation of skilled workmen communities, are all reflected in 
the visitors’ texts in the Memphite royal pyramid complexes. Furthermore, this book investi-
gates the status of the specific personalities who were known to have left graffiti — from 
interested courtiers and high echelon administrators to craftsmen and junior administrators 
(“scribes”) — and the motives that inspired them to record commemorative inscriptions.

This is a revised and substantially expanded version of a previous catalogue of texts, which 
has been supplemented with commentaries and interpretative essays, together with an 
introduction to graffiti research and to graffiti epigraphy. The publication also includes new 
records of recently discovered graffiti as well as hitherto unpublished archive material. 

Dr Hana Navratilova is an Egyptologist with specific interests in the Egyptian New Kingdom, 
Egyptian historiography, and the history of Egyptology. She studied at Charles University in 
Prague, where she wrote theses on the Egyptian revival in Bohemia (2002) and a study on 
Egyptian historical thought (2006). A former assistant on the Topographical Bibliography at 
the Griffith Institute (University of Oxford), she is currently engaged in the recording and pub-
lication of visitors’ graffiti in the Pyramid complex of Senwosret III, Dahshur (Egypt), for the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and work on a new biography of Jaroslav Černý.

HANA NAV�TILOVA

With a Survey of the Gra�ti at Giza,
Southern Saqqara, Dahshur and Maidum

VISITORS’ G�FFITI 
OF DYNASTIES 18 AND 19
IN ABUSIR AND NORTHERN SAQQA�



Abbreviations ix

List of Illustrations xvi

Acknowledgements xxi

Foreword to the Second Edition xxiv

Preface xxvi

PART ONE
Introduction to Graffiti

1. Introduction 3

2. Prolegomenon—Graffiti, Ancient & Modern 5

3. Defining Ancient Graffiti 9

4. Egyptian Graffiti—An Outline 11

5. A History of Graffiti Writing in Egypt 15

6. Current Discussions on Graffiti 27

7. Pursuing Visitors’ Graffiti 31

PART TWO
The Graffiti of the Memphite Necropoleis

1. Introduction 47

2. The Graffiti of Giza 53

CONTENTS



Contentsviii

3. The Graffiti of Abusir & Abu Ghurob 55

4. The Graffiti of Northern Saqqara 107

5. A Survey of the Graffiti of Southern Saqqara 197

6. Dahshur—The Graffiti in the Pyramid Complex of Senwosret III 205

7. Maidum—The Graffiti in the Pyramid Complex of Sneferu 225

PART THREE
Observing & Interpreting Memphite Graffiti

1. Prolegomenon 239

2. Text Studies 241

3. Context Studies 261

Excursus A: Comparing the 18th & 19th Dynasties 281

Excursus B: Ramesside Special Activities in the Memphite Necropoleis 285

Excursus C: Kings in the Visitors’ Graffiti of Abusir & Northern Saqqara 289

Conclusions—Diversity & Similarity 297

Appendix A: Graffiti Epigraphy 307

Appendix B: Archive Materials 317

Tables 337

Indexes 367

Plates


	Navratilova Advert
	Navratilova Contents

